Women’s Political participation in Tamilnadu (1947 - 


2000 A.D) 


Introduction 


Women play a predominant role in modern society. No 
conventional and official ceremonies becoming complete without 
women’s participation. The present study on Women’s Political 
participation in Tamilnadu is to analyze and highlight the 
participation of women in the field of education, rural and urban 
development, and politics. Women participated on a large scale 
in the National Movement. They dedicated themselves to the 
upliftment of downtrodden people and their education. As 
legislators, they worked hard for the welfare of society, 


especially for women and children. 


The progress of any nation is the great importance is 
given to political awareness of women and their welfare. In the 


present society, women have moved towards greater freedom 


and achieved great equality. ~The womens progress is essential 


for the freedom and the entire society has been realised. 


Women since the dawn of the Indian civilization had 
contributed to the progress of mankind, their contribution being 
in every field of human activity. Political, Social, Economic, arts, 
literature and religion. In free India Women had occupied higher 
positions like Prime Ministers, Chief Ministers, Governors, 
Ambassadors, Administrators and Judges. Therefore a need to 
understand the women status in society and their contribution 


through the ages. 


By the dawn of 20 century women become more aware of 
their social position and started utilizing their potential. Hence 
there is a substantial rise in their development. In some fields 
they even supersede men. The steady change in their position 
can be highlighted by looking at what has been achieved by 


women in the country. 


Women in Politics 


In India the multidimensional national movement under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi acted as a catalyst for 
pariticipation of women in politics. The inspiring leadership of 
Gandhi enabled Indian women who had hitherto remained 
invisible to step out of the confines of their homes and take part 
in processions and demonstrations, and even to court arrest. 
Some of the outstanding women of Gandhian era were Kasturba 
Gandhi, Sarojini Naidu, Manibehn Patel, Rajkumari Armit Kaur, 
Urmilla Das, Durgabai Deshmukh, the Nehru women and 
Suchitra Kripalani. Gandhi’s followers consisted of women from 
all sections of society ranging from poor, illiterate women to the 
rich and educated. Women like Aruna Asaf Ali distinguished 
themselves in extremist politics. They proved that they were 
capable of moving indendently into leadership roles. Women’s 
involvement int eh national movement was significant as it 
proved that given the opportunity women had the capacity and 
the ability to participate in politics. Now this capacity seems to 
have faded’. 


1 Brinda Newman, Women in Politics, on Women and Society, A Reader in Women’s 
Studies, edited by Nirmala Jeyaraj, Delhi, 2005, pp. 130,136-137 


After independence, a certain degree of freedom cmae to 
women with modernization. Female education, employement 
opportunities and social mobility now offer women broader 
choices and independence. Democracy has resulted in greater 
participation of women in public life. There are not only more 
voters and representatives but also more office-holders and 
ministers, although the number is small in proportion to the 
population. What is happening now is that women have started to 
aspire and to succeed in acquiring greater involvement in public 
issues. Mrs. Indira Gandhi became the Prime Minister of India in 
1966. Other women who have held high offices in India since 
independence arre Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Padmaja Naidu and 
many others. Nevertheless it must be recognized that while a few 
women made a distinct mark, a large proportion of women 


continue to be relegated to an inferior status. 


There are a number of theories about why women are 
entering politics in greatere numbers. One is that more owmen 
are working and are more oriented towards careers in general 


and political careers in particular. Another view is that women 


have begun to form their own views about the nation’s problems 
and have decided that they could do just as good a job as the 


men who are in power, if not better. 


Women who participation in politics may be grouped into 
two categories. The first comprises those whose families have 
been involved in politics and thus they are highly articulate and 
hae a sharp perspective of politics. Women of he second category 
are those who were drawn into politics through close assocaiates 
or relations under whose guidance they often work. They are not 
very articulate and do not have a sharper political perspective. 
An emerging trend in Indian politics today is ‘widow succession 
case’ (i.e.) a woman candidate succeeding in her husband’s 


constituency on the latter’s death. 


Women have undoubtedly made considerable progress in 
the political arena. However, women in politics are nto happy 
because of their marginalization in the party. Women candidates 
often feel that they have little say in decision-making. Political 
parites of all hues do not nurture women’s participation and they 


do not encourage emergence of women as candidates or leaders. 


Except for promises to take up programmes for womne’s welfare, 
no political party has looked into the actual issue of 
empowerment of women. Critical areas like education, health, 
employment and violence against women have been left almost 


untouched by the political parties. 


A large number of politically active women feel that 
increasing violence, character assassinations and unscrupulous 
competition for postions have become the greatest deterrents to 
women’s participation in politics. During the fact that almost 
every political party has its own women’s wing, only a handful of 
women could be seen holding important party positions, 
contesting elections as party candidates, collecting funds for the 
party and addressing big election meetings. Research findings on 
the voting behavior of women voters highlight the facts that a 
majority of women make their choice on the basis of suggestions 
from the male members of the family, they are illiterates they 
lack information and they are not politically conscious. Women 
from the grass roots level should be educated to bring them into 


the main-stream of national politics”. 
2 Ibid., 


History of Political Participationn of Women in India 


Sinha Niroj (2000)? the root to the participation of women in 
politics can be traced back to 19" century reform movement. The 
early 19" century social reforms and educational programmes 
initiated by various social reformers dealt with the social evils 
prevalent in the society. The social reform movement has been 
regarded as a key to the intellectual processes that went into the 
making of modern India. They thought that social change could 
be initiated by educating women and bringing progressive 
legislation. Social evils can be eradicated by _ raising 
consciousness and making people sensitive to injustice done to 
women. Social reformers like Rajaram Mohan Roy, Ishwar 
Chandra Vidyasagar, Mahadeva Govinda Ranade, Behramji 
Malabari raised their voices against the prevailing practices and 
social customs subjugating women. Their efforts rallied around 
issues affecting women’s life adversely such as the practice of 
sati, female infanticide, plight of the widows, child marriage, 


polygamy etc. Rajaram Mohan Roy championed the ban on the 


3 Sinha Niroj, “Women’s Participation in National Freedom Struggle”, 
Women in Indian Polities, Gyan Publishing House, New Delhi, 2000, pp.71-72 


practice of sati. The campaign resulted in the governmental 
resolution of 1829, banning the practice of sati. Ishwar, Chandra 
Vidya Sagar took up the cause of widows and started a 
movement for widow remarriage in 1850’s. It resulted in Hindu 
Widow Remarriage Act of 1856. But this act denied them the 
right to their husband’s and family’s property. It met with strong 
opposition from Bengali orthodoxy. Actually nothing much could 


be achieved through these legislations. 


Ishwar Chandra Vidya Sagar fought against polygamy and 
encouraged women’s education. Pandith Ramabai, Manorama 
Majumdar, Sarala Devi  Goshal started Bharath Shree 
Mahamandal for the education of women. Swarna Kumari Devi 
started women’s organization called Sakthi Samitiin 1886 for 
widows. Behranje Malabari started campaign against child 
marriage and nationwide debate over Age of Consent Bill. It met 
with strong opposition from the orthodox Hindus. The attack was 
spearheaded by Lokmanya Tilak, who defied the legislation as an 
attack on religion. The orthodox Hindus were connecting the 


issue of reform and religion. They wanted all reforms within the 


framework of Hinduism. So the movement was almost totally 


overwhelmed by Hindu revivalism by the end of the 19" century. 


The new revivalism was embodied in powerful organizations 
such as Dayanand Sararwati’s Arya Samaj (1875), Vivekananda’s 
Ramkrishna Mission (1897) and Annie Besant’s Madras Hindu 
Association (1904). The new organizations attacked the 
reformers but supported some reforms of the Hindu society. 
They did not incorporate a good deal of the programmes of 
reformers such as educating women, raising the age of marriage, 
remarriage of child widows etc, but all this was to be one within 


the framework of Hinduism. 


Nivedita Menon (1999) observes that movements, as well as 
the resistances to such reforms were decisively shaped by the 
colonial encounter. Prominent sections of the bourgeoisie had 
intended to reform what the colonial discourse presented as 
primitive and barbaric aspects of the Hindu society, while the 
resistance came from revivalist nationalists who challenged the 


colonial interventions into the Indian tradition. 


“ Kalikin Kar Datta, A Social History of Modern India, New Delhi, 1975, p.338 
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(Vina Mazumdar) says that 19" century social reform 
movement was as keen to imbibe western progressive and 
democratic values as it was to re-establish the past glory of 
Indian society. The urge to change and yet to root this change in 
one’s indigenous culture was natural to a society that has 
experienced the trauma of colonialism. The movement was not 
seriously concerned with the question of gender equality. Reform 
were restricted by the value system and did not take up the 
cause of women emancipation seriously. The movement brought 
in some minor changes and no drastic change in the position of 
women was brought in. But it is considered as the movement 
that laid the foundation for women’s movements that followed 


later. 


Women in India’s Freedom Struggle 


The struggle for freedom marked the beginning of a 


political awakening among women in India. With the 


° Mazumdar Vina, Political Participation of women in De 
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establishment of the Indian National Congress, membership was 
open to women. The Swadeshi Movement in 1905 saw the entry 
of women into independence movement. It also marked the 
formulation of several women’s organizations. The entry of Annie 
Besant into Indian politics in 1914 accelerated the process of 
women’s associations with the freedom struggle. She was the 
first woman to be elected as president of the Indian National 
Congress. Sarojini Naidu too became active in Indian National 


Movement.°® 


M.K. Gandhi (1982)’ drew a large number of women into 
the freedom struggle. The participation of women in India’s 
historic freedom struggle was a country wide phenomena, and 
their participation in a large scale was linked closely with the 
advent of Gandhi on the Indian political scene from 1917 
onwards. In response to Gandhi's call a large number of women 
plunged into the national movement. His message “when women, 


we call abala became sabala, all those who are helpless will 


®Nilakanta Sastri, K.A., (1984) (1935), The Cholas, Madras: University of Madras. 


7M.K.Gandhi, Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol. VXIV, Navajivan 
Trust, Ahmadabad, 1982, p.165. 
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become powerful”, reveals the important he gave for the 


strength of women. 


Tracing the Path of the Struggle (1995)® through his 
experiments with Sathyagraha (peaceful strike), he realized that 
women could equally participate together with men. His 
overpowering voice in the freedom struggle and his views on 
women influenced their position in it. His brand of politics and 
resistance, which rested largely on the principles like Ahimsa 
(non-violence), Sathyagraha and civil disobedience allowed 
women to participate in the political arena. Gandhi was therefore 
able to mobilize large number of women, cutting across caste 
and class lines, to play an active role in the freedom struggle. His 
own position on women evolved over time and he finally urged 
women to fight against exploitation whether within the home or 


in the Congress Party. 


8 “Tracing the Path of the Struggle. Long March of Women”, Third World 
Resurgence Issue, No. 61-62, Penamp, Sep-Oct, 1995. 


13 


Kamath Jyotsna (1008)° cited that for Gandhi, the freedom 
fight was not merely political; it was also an economic and social 
reform. He said men and women are equal but not identical. 
Intellectually, mentally and spiritually, women are equivalent to 


a man and they can participate in every activity. 


Kishwar Madhu (1985)'° stated that the main contribution of 
Gandhi to the cause of women lay in his absolute and 
unequivocal insistence on their personal dignity and autonomy in 
the family and society. Gandhi succeeded in galvanizing the 
traditional house bound women as a powerful instrument of 
political action. Women’s traditional capacity to sacrifice was 
especially emphasized by Gandhi in an effort to mobilize women. 
He argued that women’s capacity to sacrifice her own personal 
interest for the family was held to extend to the community and 
nation and this motivated women to join the Non-Cooperation 
Movement. 

° Kamath Jyotsna, Gandhi and Status of Women”, Excerpts from a lectures 


given at the Gandhi Peace Foundation, December/1998, accessed at http://www. 
Kamat.com/mmgandhi. 


10 Kishwar Madhu, “Gandhi on Women”, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol.XX, 
No.4-5, Oct.,1985, p.1697. 
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Chatterjee Partha (1993)"' cited that the national movement 
brought women to the centre stage. From liberal homes and 
conservative families, urban centers and rural districts, women 
single and married, young and old came forward and joined 
against colonial rule. Their involvement is extremely important. 
Women’s participation called into question the British right to 
rule, legitimized the Indian National Movement and won for 
activist women, for a time the approval of Indian men. Large 
number of women participated actively in the Non-Cooperation, 
Civil Disobedience, Swadeshi, and Salt Sathyagraha led by 
Gandhi. During the Non-Cooperation Movement, women in 
different parts of India participated in processions and 
propagated the use of khadi (spun cotton) and charkha (spinning 


wheel). 


Sinha Niroj, (2000)'* reported that Vijayalakshmi Pandit, 
Renuka Ray, Basanti Devi, Urmila Devi and Kasthurba Gandhi 


played an important role in the boycott of foreign goods. In the 


11 Chatterjee Partha, The Nation and Its Fragments, New Delhi, Oxford 
University Press, 1993, p.117. 


?? Sinha Niroj, op.cit., 2000, p.83 
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Barsad Satyagraha of 1922-24, women turned out in large 
numbers. In Bardoli Sathyagraha of 1928, women gradually 
outnumbered men in political gatherings. Maniben Patel and 
Bakti Desai fixed their tents on the land declared to be sold by 
the government. In the Salt Sathyagraha launched by Gandhi in 
March 1930, many women walked to Dandi to break the salt law. 
Sarojini Naidu, Muthuben Patel, Mridula Sarabai, Khurseedben, 
Kamaladevi Chattopadyaya, Avanthikabai and Gokhale were 
some of the prominent women associated with the Salt 
Sathyagraha. During the Civil Disobedience movement of 1940, 
women participated and courted arrest in large numbers. 
Suchetha Krapalani was the first one to do so, who had been in 
charge of the Women’s Department of the All India Congress 


Committee, since 1939. 


Siwal B.R (2001)'% noted that in the Quit India Movement of 
1942, women took part in processions, holding meetings, 
demonstrations and organizing strikes. Kanakalatha Barua, a 


young girl of Assam led a procession of 500 and was killed in the 


13 B.R. Siwal, “Political Empowerment of Women”, Women’s Link, April-June, 
2001, p.23 
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police firing. In Bombay (Mumbai), Usha Mehta operated an 
underground radio station. Aruna Asaf Ali was one of the most 
important figures of 1942 movement and for years she remained 
underground avoiding arrest. She published bulletins and edited 
the news letter “The Inquilab’ along with Ram Manohar Lohia. 
Few women who did not believe in non-violence adopted the 
revolutionary path. Young college girls joined secret societies. 
Kalpana Joshi and Preeti Waddadar were associated with 
Chittagong armoury raid. The Chastri Sangh started in Calcutta 
in 1928 was an important training and recruiting ground for 
future revolutionaries. In Delhi, Roopvati Jain at the age of 17 
was in charge of a bomb factory under Chandrashekhar Azad. 
These are the few examples of women who joined the freedom 
struggle and actively participated equally with men. Women 


were active both in the moderate and extremist factions. 


However, the number of women who acquired positions of 
power or membership in the representative bodies was less 
compared to men. In the 1937 election, eight women were 


elected from the general constituencies and 42 from the reserved 
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constituencies, and became ministers when the _ provisional 
cabinet was formed. Vijayalaxmi Pandit became Minister for local 
self government in Uttar Pradesh and later Ansuyabai Kale and 
J.T. Sipahimalchi were appointed Deputy Speakers in Madhya 
Pradesh and Sindh, respectively. Hansa Mehta and Begum Shah 
Nawoy took office as Parliamentary Secretary in Bombay and 
Panjab respectively. In the Constituent Assembly which met in 
December 1946, there were 14 women members. But there were 
no proportionate increase in women as representatives or in 
power positions. For example, in 1922 the All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) meeting, out off 350 delegates, only 16 were 
women, in 1937, 13 and in 1940, 5 members were women. In the 


Constituent Assembly, only 14 members were women. 


It has been noted that the women who were active in 
politics or politically successful belonged to wealthy and 
progressive families. They were supported by husbands or family 
members who were active in Congress. This is being followed 
even after independence. But, there were large number of 


unknown women who participated in the freedom struggle. It 
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provided an opportunity for a large number of women to enter 
into active politics which was not seen earler. They were willing 
to join processions, and to go to prisons. Women joined 
revolutionary groups, helped in distributing newspapers and in 
manufacturing bombs. Innumerable number of women provided 


support to freedom fighters by looking after their families. 


Vina Mazumdar (1986)'* says there are references in the 
reports during that period that thousands of women attended the 
political meetings. Very little is known of who they were, why 


they came, and from where they came? 


Geraldin Forbes (1998)'? notes that the participation of 
women legitimized Indian National Congress. Women’s activities 
validated Indian unity and Sathyagraha. Most important, it 
legitimized their claim to a place in the governance of India. It 
also shaped movement for women’s rights. At the same time 


participation of women had some clear drawbacks. Those 


“ Mazumdar Vina, “Women in the Political Process”, in Maithreyi Krishnaraj 
(ed), Women Studies in India. Some Persectives, Popular Prakashana, New Delhi, 
1986, p.97 


15 Forbes Geraldin, Women in Modern India, Cambridge University Press, New 
Delhi, 1998, p.154 
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demonstrating, claimed to represent all India women, but the 
number of groups involved, other than upper and middle class 
Hindu women, was never large. Participation of large number of 
women in the freedom struggle strengthened freedom 
movement. But gender equity was nowhere in the agenda of 
Indian national movement. It was not the main thrust of the 
Indian national movement. Either directly or indirectly large 
number of women participated in the freedom struggle. The 
contribution of women in getting freedom for India is 
noteworthy. They proved that women are capable of 
strengthening the political movement. The participation of 
women in freedom struggle had its impact on the society and 


family and on women themselves. 


Participation of Women in Post Independent Period 


The foundation of political participation of women was laid 
down during the national movement. The transfer of power from 
British to Indian hand gave women and opportunity to 
participate in democratic process. Many legal, social and 


economic measures have been taken up by the Independent 
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Indian Government to raise the status of women in India. Women 
too have become politically conscious, as they have started 


participating in national and state politics. 


Constitutional Provisions 


On attaining Independence in the year 1947, India became 
a republic. The Constitution of India adopted a parliamentary 
form of government. The government functions at different 
levels. At the apex level, there is the national government and 
governments at states and union territories. At the centre, the 
parliament consists of two houses i.e. the Upper House called the 
Rajya Sabha or the council of states and the Lower House called 
the Lok Sabha (House of People). At the state level, the upper 
house is called the Legislative Council and the Lower House is 
called the Legislative Assembly. Each state has its own local self 
governments known as Panchayat Raj Institutions both at urban 
and rural areas. Rural Panchayat Raj Institution has three tier 
structures consisting of the Zilla Panchayat at the district level, 
Taluk Panchayat at the Taluk level, and Gram Panchayat at the 


village level. 
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The Constitution of India, one of the greatest documents 
ever produced came into force in the year 1950 guarantees 
justice, liberty and equality to all citizens. The preamble of the 
Constitution of India resolved to secure to all its citizens justice, 
social, economic and political, liberty of thought, expression, 
belief, faith, and to worship, equality of status and opportunity 
and to promote among them fraternity assuring the dignity of 
individual and the unity of nation.’ To attain this, the 
Constitution guarantees fundamental rights. Specific articles and 
amendments have been enacted to ensure that women and 
children enjoy the Constitutional rights. The Constitution not 
only grants equality of treatment to women but also calls upon 
the state to adopt measures favouring women neutralizing the 
socio-economic, educational and political disadvantages that they 
face. The following are the various provisions in the Constitution 


which ensures equality between men and women. 


Article 14 guarantees equality before law and equal 
protection of law within the territory of India. This Article stands 


for absence of any discrimination by law or in _ their 
6 Thid. p.170 
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administration. Art 15 prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
religion, race, caste, sex and place of birth. It is a guarantee 
against every form of discrimination. According to article 15(3), 
nothing shall prevent the state from making special provisions 


for the benefit of women and children. 


Article 16 guarantees equality of opportunity for all citizens 
in matters relating to employment or appointment to any office 
under the state. Secondly no citizen shall, on grounds of religion, 
race, cast, sex, decent, place of birth, residence or any of them, 
be eligible for, or discriminated against in respect of any 
employment or office under the state. Article 39 - a) guarantees 
right to an adequate means of livelihood for all citizens. Article 
39 - b) guarantees equal pay for equal work for both men and 
women. C) that the health and strength of workers, men and 
women, and the tender age of children are not abused and that 
citizens are not forced by economic necessity to enter 


occupations unsuited for their age or strength. 
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Pylee M.V (2007)"’ states that article 42 guarantees just and 
humane condition of work and maternity relief. This is in 
accordance with Article 23 and 25 of Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Article 51-A clause (e) says that it shall be the 
duty of every citizen of India to promote harmony and spirit of 
common brotherhood amongst all the people of India, 
transcending religious, linguistic and sectional diversities, to 
renounce practising activities derogatory to the dignity of 


women. 


The 73™ Constitutional Amendment has added the following 
articles to the Constitution providing reservation for women in 
Panchayat Raj Institutions. Article 243-(D) (2) states that not less 
than 1/3 of the seats reserved under clause (1) shall be reserved 
for women belonging to S.C or as the case may be S.T. Article 
243-(D) (3)-extends political reservation to women not less than 
1/3 of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in 
every Panchayat shall be reserved for women and such seats 


shall be allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a 


17M.V.Pylee, An Introduction to the Constitution of India, Vikas Publishing 
House Private Ltd, New Delhi, 2007, pp. 103-104,143-144 
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Panchayat. Article 243-(D) (4) extends reservation to elected 
offices as well. The office of the chairpersons in the Panchayats 
or any other level shall be reserved for S.C and the S.Ts and 
women in such a manner as legislature of a state may, by law 


provide. 


The legal Constitutional framework in India would appear a 
combination of Communitarian perspective on the one hand and 
that of liberal democracy on the other. In spite of such provisions 
in the Constitution, the decades following independence 
witnessed a decline in women’s participation in politics. These 
rights appeared illusionary as there was a shift from the aims of 


the Constitution. Gap started widening in all political spheres. 


Article 325 and 326 guarantees political equality, equal 
right to participate in political activity and right to vote, 
respectively. While the latter has been accessed and enjoyed by a 
large number of women, the right to equal participation in still a 
distant dream. The lack of space for participation in political 
bodies has resulted in their presence in meagre numbers in this 


decision making bodies. Post independent women continued to 


25 


play a significant role in less conventional activities such as 
environmental movements, antialcohol agitations, peace 
movements and even revolutionary activities which equally effect 
power relationships as they have the capacity to influence the 
state. Yet politics proved to be a very inhospitable terrain for 
women and continues to be the male domain where entry to 
women is severely restricted. Representation of women in 
parliament and state assemblies remain at a very low level. Their 
representation is 10.8% in parliament. No doubt a few seats have 
been given to women but it has not been in proportion to 


women’s strength in population. 


Mahatma Gandhi was mostly instrumental for arousing 
political consciousness in the poor, illiterate women and making 
them take part in the freedom movement. The constitution of 
India guarantees adult franchise and provides the frame work for 


women to participate actively in politics. 


Objectives of the Study 
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e The study aims at creating political awareness among 
the women in Tamilnadu . It also highlights the 


contribution of Tamil women in the political activities. 


e It also pictures the considerable achievements of Tamil 
women in Fredom Movement and highlights the 
attainment of women empowerment and creating gender 
equality in Tamilnadu. It also highlights the Women 


freedom fighters in India and Tamilnadu. 


Methodology 


It is crystal clear that the study as the present one involves 
both analytical and critical approach besides describing and 
interpreting certain attitudes, incidents and trends. Historical 
methodology is followed in the entire study and the narrative is 
in chronological sequence. While tracing out the consequence of 
an issue on a subsequent problem, analytical approach is made. 
Based on authentic sources, the issues are discussed in 


appropriate chapters. 
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Source of Information 


The literary sources for this study have found in plenty. 
These sources have been mainly used to trace the position of 
women, changes that were introduced in the form of legislation 
during the period. Especially after independence, the position of 
women has undergone tremendous changes. The books deal with 
these proliferations of women’s participation in social reform 
activities. These sources helped a lot to understand the disparity 


in theory and actual life situation. 


V. Rajlakshmi’s The Political behavior of Women in 
Tamilnadu (1985) is an analysis of the behavior of women in 
political system and an elevation of the system performance. The 
author devotes considerable attention to Gandhiji’s views on 
women relating to the moral aspect. Another work Radha 
Krishna Sharma’s Nationalism, Social Reform and Indian 
Women (1979) covers the early history of socio-economic and 
political opinions of women’s movements and a few chapter 


discuss women status and the social evils. 
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Evertt Matson’s Women and Social Change, Devaki Jain’s 
Indian Women, Kamaladevi Chattopadyaya’s Indian Women’s 
Battle for Freedom and Vijay Agnew’s Elite Women in Indian 
Politics outline the participation of women in the National 
Movement, Women’s Organizations and their contribution in 


promoting women’s welfare. 


Arunan’s A Two Hundred Years of History of Social 
Reform Movement in Tamilnadu (in Tamil) (1999) is very 
informative and instructive with regard to contributions made by 
political women leaders, individuals and organizations to the 
social emancipation process. The author correctly points out that 
the social reform movements occurred in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries were though religious in nature they sowed 


the seeds for Social Justice Movement to grow in later days. 


Edgar Thurston’s Castes and Tribes in South India, Vol.I 
to VII (1975) describes the custom of marriages amongh the 
South Indian Castes in the 19" century, also throws light on the 


social condition of the SC and BC. An understanding of the social 
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condition of these people enables us to realize the need for 


ameliorative measures for their betterment. 


S. Saraswathi in her study Minorities in Madras State 
Group Interest in Modern Politics (1974) deals about the 
political role of different caste group in Madras State and she 
also analyses the condition of the last or the fifth group in the 
presidency whose development and their participation in the 
development of the Tamil Society is equally important like any 


other caste groups. 


P. Venugopal’s Social Justice and Reservation and T. 
Varadharajulu Naidu’s The Justice Movement are mainly 
useful to know the various concessions and privileges given for 
the upliftment of the SC and ST and to know about their 


condition in the society. 


P. S. Chandra Prabhu’s Aram Valartha Amma gives an 
account of the works and efforts of Dr. Soundaram in uplifting 
the untouchables in the villages and the service rendered by 


her as the member of the legislative Assembly and the 
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Parliament in the development of the position of women in the 


society. 


Uma Shankar Jha and Premalatha’s Indian Women Today 
deals with Women’s Participation in Social Reform Movements of 
19" and 20" centuries, Socialization of marriage and inheritance 


Rights and transformation of the women’s status. 


Rajkumari Pruthi’s Women in Law and Politics deals with 
women leaders in Women Organizations, their opinions and 
activities concerned with marriage, dowry, Hindu Code Bill, 
education, the removal of social inequality and their struggle for 


legal equality. 


A.S. Altekar’s The position of women in Hindu 
Civilization published in 1938, discusses women’s role as wives, 
daughter and scholars. Altekar quotes profusely from Hindu 
scriptures and texts and in detail the perspective role of a wife, 
mother or a widow. His book would be valuable for those who 
are interested in the scriptural role regarding women and factors 


which led to the deterioration of women’s position in Hindu 
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Society. In short this work is very useful to track the status of 


women during the period. 


Prathima Asthana’s Women’s Movement in _ India 
published in 1974, gives a historical study of the proper mode by 
women theory and the 19" and 20" centuries, to raise their 
position in society. Various issues that have influenced women’s 
position such as the impact of Islam, British rule on women, 
social reform movements and the related legislations, women’s 
organizations and their participation in the improvement of 


education and their struggle for gender equality are highlighted. 


The sources used for the present study are mainly archival, 
preserved in the Tamilnadu Archives, Chennai. Among these 
sources, the Government orders of the various departments of 
the government of Madras, Fortnightly reports, compiled by 
the Tamilnadu Archives that furnished information of exceptional 
value. Besides Annual Reports, Proceedings of the Madras 
Legislative Council, Madras Legislative Assembly Debates 
and various commission Reports have been found useful. Reports 


of the Harijan and Tribal Welfare Committees are mainly useful 
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to know the various concessions and privileges given for the 
upliftment of the SC and ST and to know about their condition in 
the society. In addition to these, Vernacular papers 
Theekkathir, Uzhavuchelvam, Jeyasakthi, Kudiyarasu, 
Dinarmalar, Dinathanthi and MHarijan contain valuable 
information. The Madras Native Newspapers Reports compiled 
by the Govt. of Madras give an extensive extract from both 
Vernacular and English papers that are found useful. Census 
Reports, Gazetteers and Madras Manuals that provide vivid 
and coherent information pertaining to the present study have 


also been consulted. 


Scope of this Study 


The thesis lays particular emphasis on the contribution of 
women in the above spheres in Tamil Nadu to fill the void that is 
due to the death of literature in this particular area. Even in 
Tamil Nadu the scope of analysis is devoted mainly to few 
individuals and institutions in the city of Madras. This is done 
with a view to make a detailed study to show how far these 


women have come out to contribute. Apparently it is also not 
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necessary to give in detail all the contribution of all the women, 
whereas it would be apt and preferable to outline in detail the 
contribution of some women and make a mention of others with 


their significant contribution in brief. 


Period taken up for study is from 1947 to 2000. The studies 
on the women’s contribution to Freedom movement for the 
period between 1947 and 2000 are scanty that this thesis 
becomes significant and is also warranted. Further the study has 
all along been on women’s development and therefore confined 
to social welfare departments and institutions that the role of 
individual woman got submerged. This study particularly 
signifies the importance of the capacity of women to contribution 


of individual woman is necessitated. 


Chapaterisation 


The present study covers women political participation in 
Tamilnadu (1947 - 2000 A.D). This study is not depending on 
literary sources. It is fully depends on Madras Legislitive 
Assembly Debates and published works of different authors. The 


political participation of Women in Tamilnadu is not fulfilled 


34 


without knowing the freedom fighters of North India as well as 
South India because of all the freedom movements linked with 
women freedom fighters and their contributions to the Indian 
society. During the Gandian Era plenty of women stalwarts 
played a vital role in Indian History. Especially women freedom 
fighters of Tamilnadu participated in all movements which was 
led by Gandhi and other national leaders. In the thesis women 
participation in Civil Disobendience Movement, Non-Coperation 


movement and Quit India Movement also deeply discussed. 


In Tamilnadu in the past decades Madras provinces ruled by 
Justice party, Congress, Dravidar Kalzhagam, Dravida Munnetra 
Kalzhagam and all India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kalzhagam. 
People of Tamilnadu well known about the leaders of the 
Dravidian parties and their achievements in Tamilnadu. In the 
thesis all the women MLA’s, ministers and women leader of the 
party and their and Yeomen services were discussed. Besides 
Empowerment of women in India and Tamilnadu also were 


discussed in a detailed manner. 
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The study is divided and presented in five chapters apart 
from introduction and conclusion. The first chapter provides a 


Tamil Women and their Background History. 


The Second Chapter deals with the The Political Awareness 
of Women in India before and after Independence. It throws light 
on the role of women freedom fighters in India before and after 
Independence, women freedom fighters how the became the 


leaders of the party also vividly discussed. 


The methodology adopted for the purpose of the thesis is 
primaface historical. The researcher has to absover the historical 
development of womenand there contribution has individuals and 
through instructions. The thesis attempts an analysis of the 
contribution of women to political development through a case 
study of each individual women. Besides the study enumerates 
the women political leaders, social reformers and especially to 


women’s social welfare. 


A study on Women Political Participation in Tamilnadu 
(1947 - 2000 A.D) provides eminent politicians like Mrs. Jothi 


Venkatachalam, Mrs. Lourdhammal Simon, Dr. Sathiavani 
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Muthu, Dr. T.S. Soundaram Ramachandran, Mrs. T.N. 
Anandanayaki, Mrs. P.T. Saraswathi, Mrs. Subbulakshmi 


Jegadeesan and Selvi. J. Jeyalalitha also briefly enumerated. 


The third chapter deals with Contribution of Tamil women 
freedom fighters to freedom Struggle in Tamilnadu. In this 
chapter detailed account of women’s freedom fighter and 
politicians of Taminadu also were discussed. In this chapter 
provides an opportunity to know about women politicans and 


their contributions to Tamilnadu. 


The fourth chapter deals with Political Participation of 
Women in Congress and Dravidian Parties and_ their 
Contributions. The political parties in Tamilnadu and _ their 
ministry, especially women ministers and their contributions also 


enumerated. 


In the fifth chapter, political awareness of Tamil women, 
political participation of Tamil women and development schemes 
which was already established during the tenure of women 
ministers of Tamilnadu also were mentioned in a detailed 


Manner. 
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The research method employed is descriptive method 
analytical method. Introduction part of the thesis plays a vitial 
role and provides detailed account of women freedom fighter as 


well as women politication. 


